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kept them quiet; and Bhopal, though not yet
linked in actual alliance with us, had been as
effectually protected, as if the treaty had been
signed. Moreover, the interest for its preserva-
tion, evinced on this occasion, promised to afford
security for the future, by leaving the Mahratta
princes under the apprehension of our again step-
ping forward in a similar manner to thwart a
similar design. Wuzeer Mohummed seems evi-
dently to have anticipated this consequence of his
application to us; indeed, his whole conduct
shows that it was his intention, for his own secu-
rity, to avail himself of the reputation of our
power, rather than of its actual exercise; and that
he never had any serious thoughts of binding
himself to us in any connexion, which would inter-
fere with his political independence. This high-
minded and ambitious chief was unwilling to fore-
go the prospect of self-aggrandizement and ex-
tension of territory, at the expense of the regular
as well as irregular powers, which hemmed him in
on every side. His resort to us was a ,mere tem-
porary expedient; and he wished to have no
farther intercourse, than was barely necessary to
gain his purpose.

The policy of the Governor-general's offer of
protection to Bhopal has since been, brought into
question, on the ground of its tendency to give